Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Bethesda, Maryland

December
2011

Celebrating our Fiftieth Year of Christian Service in Bethesda

Sunday School

In November we
prepared for the December 18
Christmas Pageant, decorated
ornaments for the Giving Tree,
and continued the lectionary
and Bible ance

Special schedule notes when
no classes will be taught:

December 11 (anniversary)
December 18 (because of the

Christmas Pageant during the
11:00 service),

December 25 (Christmas
Day),

January 1 ( Ney

The Pastors, Parish Council, and Staff
of
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Wish for each of you

Kevin Adams
Coordinator for

The joys of Snow Removal

A blessed Advent and Christmas Kevin Adams has taken over
the task of coordinating

And a snow removal at the church.

If you have concerns about
snow removal contact him at
Kevin.Adams@dot.gov.

Happy New Year

Christmas

Dec 5 Deadline for Adventure
Theater tickets
storsodé cl asses.

Dates of Note

Dec 24 Chrysalis retreat

Dec 4 Fairtrade items for sale

U7

Dec 11 50th Anniversary event
10 a.m. worship
11:15 approxSankta
Lucia pageant
12:30 luncheon

Dec 12 OWLs luncheon and
carol sing

Dec 18 Faitrade items for sale

Dec 18 Sunday School Christmg
Pageant 11:00 a.m. serv
Year 6s Day) .
Dec 18 Sneakers & Sqgeakers
make Christmas cookieq
(page 14)

Dec 18 Caroling at the Lutheran
Home (page 13)

Dec 24 Christmas eve (page 12|

Dec 27 Youth service project an
Party (page 14)

Dec 29 Sneakers & Squeakers
Adventure Theater (p 14

—
o

~

Pageant

How we stand financially Sankta Lucia December 18, Sunday, 11:00

Pageant returns The children of Emmanuel

have been working on their gift
to the congregation for almost
single 10 a.m. service two months and are ready to

Please join us as we enjoy share .it durin_g the 11:00 _
chil dr en o ¥orshig geryice. Evaryones

they are outpacing income. We have November and Of this old Swedish custom. invited to come see their

As of October 31, 2011

Actual
468,309.92

514,620.00
(46,310.08)

Budgeted
553,666.70

Expenses 553,667.10

0.60

Income

December 11, after the

Excess (deficit)

Whereas expenses have been kept as low as possiblet h e

December to bring our income and outgo into line.. pageant as they te” us abOUt tr

e

Worship
Schedule

Regular Services at 8:30 ajm.
and 11:00 a.m.

Chapel Service at 10 a.m

Sunday school at 9:45 a.n|1.

birth of Christ.
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Memorial Garden gathers all the Saints together, living and
remembered, into the one Communion of Saints.

Names come to my mind as | walk through the Garden and
enter the Narthex: Pr. Reissig and Florence, Pr. Schaeffer and
Mary, Bob and Ingrid Weise, Hal (now in Colorado) and

Pastor Lookingbill
ponders ¢

i Jeanne Timken, Ken and Olie Cannon, Scudder and Glad
hIStOf'y Georgia, people who founded th
memberso and | eaders of Emmanu

Dear Friends, . . : .
friends here, my companions in the journey that we are all on,

In the Hebrew | anguage, t h ehealingtsournightfuhhomedvithfoor LordfahdiSavioro r y . 0
word that is used in place oTogethéree ae feareed worked, sufighcared; somejintes i s
fimemory. o 't isndt that t hecriddewsrshipfed,rardicelebrated ehe gifts that Bod hag gien s t
share, we do read the Old Testament with the sections we us. May our Lord continue to fill our lives at Emmanuel with
recognize as historical b oo kthe meindriésshattemiadus ¢f Whe we afeaandefrormehere r i e

call to mind who they are anwWedhWereomdheydve come from.

In the same way, Emmanuel is celebrating it8 50 I n Christds Service,

Anniversary this 11 December with memories to share. There Jan P. Lookingbill, Pastor

is a sense of Christian history_in the AGrubby Thicket, 0 a

location at the corner of Seven Locks (named for the canal

lock) and Bradley Blvd. was called in the map of Bethesda. \WEDNESDAY BIBLE ENCOUNTER

But even more there is a sense of memories. STUDIES MATTHEW

Each of us who have been members of Emmanuel has
certain memories that remind us of who we are and where The Wednesday morning Bible Encounter continues at
wedve come from. Each year 0BQRameinthesChrigtias Educationrroom wihRr. s ¢ h o o |
named the Lucia for that year, reminding us of a certain Lookingbill. We are working our way through the Gospel of

Swedish heritage in the Church and the fact that Augustana Matthew, the first and most Jewish of the Gospels in the New
Lutheran Church in D.C. is the mother Church for us. Yet eachlestament. With the recent visit to Israel, the Gospel of

year another young woman also reminds us of the martyrs of Matthew has an even more current appeal to our Christian and
the Church who remained faithful to Christ, caring for the poor,Jewish minds.

despite threats and even death. We as Christians continue to
care about the poor and the needy, the elderly and the dying,
with eyes that see with compassion.

The Gospels are the core witness to Jesus and his
ministry, how he taught and what was most important to him.
Matthew is the first of the synoptic (similar) Gospels in the

At the same time, many of our members have been baptizedible New Testament and carries the most references to the Old
into the Christian Church here at Emmanuel. Our first BaptismTestament prophecies. Matthew is a five part account of the
here was for little Anne Cannon. The most recent Baptism to story of the life and death of Jesus along with many of his
our 50" Anniversary was my grandson, Cale Thomas parables and teachings.

Rosenblatt on 27 November. In both these families, going back Join us on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. for the study and

50 years and continuing to today, lasting memories of who we plan to a;e% for lunch at noon. Deaserts are provided by the
f

are as Godo6s people are ﬁwatéﬁermﬁe thle §rduf an® dtfomdanhy Yh& Binch youlbfing S € P
I

and girls, men and women, baptized here have received the gitj,ng for yourself. Friends of the congregation are also invi ed
g@\}vill notnBefltheC N 1

of Godoés Grace and promise. eusREolrddant Riokshiy. W
becomes our hope and our inspiration. Wednesday after Christmas.

Weddings are also a part of our memory at Emmanuel. - - -
Al t hough the current trend i|nEmmaruel NeywgNotes is puplshedielgventimesgqd i |st an
ceremonies, o like the east er|nYearRoEmmanueplpthegn Ghyrchyrir30 Bradley h el me n
of marriage vows and the hopes and dreams of new families | Blvd, Bethesda, Maryland 20817,

formed at weddings are tied into the guidance of the Holy Spirft Telephone: (301) 365-5733; Fax: (301) 365-9236
through the Church. Our great heritage is confirmed and Email: info@elcbethesda.org
displayed in the way we celebrate together. website: www.elchethesda.org

We also hold up the memqries of our former members Pastor: Rev. Jan P. Lookingpbill
through anergls and Mempnal Services, through the Youth & Family Ministry Rev. Robert L. Lewis
Columbanu_m in our Memorial Garden and the benches there ouncil President ) _ Brad Fackler
t h_at invite p_eopl e to rest 4 ga‘ris‘hhdm%istt%tard At al kRath&fihetBr&rreﬁ olved
setting of quiet and calm remlnds us too of the rest We_have il Director of Music Dingwall Fleary
our faith. Jesus has been faithful, and so we can rest in the Joyful Praise (Childrends| Ch

assurance of that blessing. Each worship that starts in the

Parish Nurse Anna Roberts
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HAVE YOU GIVEN OR MADE A INTERFAITH ADVENTURE IN ISRAEL
PLEDGE TO THE 24 OCTOBER i 8 NOVEMBER

SOTH AN N |VERSARY FUN D’) Pr. Lookingbill and Rabbi Emeritus Leonard Cahan led a

group of 25 members of Har Shalom and Emmanuel congregations on
) a remarkable Israel Adventure. We arrived in Israel on 25 October and
Members and friends of Emmanuel have been generously gpent the first week of our two week tour in Jerusalem. Our tour

contributing gifts and pledges to the"s@nniversary Fund so that guide, Gila, is an expert Israeli guide; but this was her first interfaith
nearly $27,000 has been committed to date (througkNuicember). group led by both a rabbi and a pastor. She was absolutely wonderful,
That puts us on strong footing to achieve the goal of $100,000to  fijled with current knowledge about her adopted country (she was born
celebrate EAmmahvet édar $0 I'f 'y ouinBduth AMt&) hnd SbBUR the maky Widtdticht places and events we
we ask you to participate within your budget and interest and to shared. With Rabbi Cahands insig
prayerfully ask God to stir in you the Spirit for generosity. Ifyouare 5 qddi ti on to Gil ads ex perience, th
contributing, thank you for your pledge, etime gift, and multi and questions.
month and multiyear giftsi your generous sacrifice is key to thé"s50
Anniversary Fundds success. One member of Har Shalom has been a volunteer at Hazor
h ) o archeological site for several years and led us on a special tour of the

_ 50" Anniversary contributions are over and above the  gite in the Galilee, including meeting in a Bedouin tent for traditional
operating budget of the Congregation. To participate, please indicate coffee and tea. Although it rained that day, the Bedouin tent, made
your commitment and plans on a pledge card; the card can be enclosgghm plack goat hair, was perfectly dry and hospitable. The ancient
inside offering envelopes while noting the amount of the contribution sjte of Hazor, completely destroyed in 732 B.C., is one of the fortress
as a 58 Anniversary Gift on the front of the envelope. Muttonth cities that Solomon used to protect the kingdom from attack from the
and multiyear gifts made as part of your pledge can be similarly north. Our guide and volunteer t

given. Pledges and gifts can also be mailed to the Church Office. If sjte was a 4000 year old set of gold earings. Yes, she put them on!
you are already giving multhonth or multiyear gifts but have not
completed a pledge card, we ask that you complete and return the What we shared in this unique and awesome trip made the
pledge card so that your giving, the number of gifts, and your total  Bjple come alive in new and challenging ways. We worshipped on
commitment can be recognized. Additional pledge cards are located i8ngay 30 October with the English speaking congregation at the
the Narthex or can be requested from the Church Office. historic St. Johnoés Chapel at the
) o ) ) the Old City. This Lutheran Church today sits on the site of the

~Gifts of celebratory generosity will be invested in Sanctuary crysader Hostel of the Order of St. John. We visited the Augusta
and kitchen improvements and contributed to local, national, and  v/jctoria Hospital on the Mount of Olives, run by the Lutheran World
|nte_rnat|onal benevolendeall benefiting future generations as we Federation and headed there by their representative, The Rev. Mark
begin these next 50 years. The Charter Members of Emmanuel aske@rown who came to Jerusalem from Silver Spring. Pastor Brown gave
in the early 1960s to fATeach Megyrgrupatlck hisloR of th Bivotal RdsSt& for¥he PdiektiMidnd, 9 S
That 1 May Rearrange My Gi Vi ng. @eonlyohdifdlof sadnhd tReWedt Bahk td tat Pafedtifiahdl t
today as we ask for your generous contribution. cancer with two new nuclear radiation machines. What the Lutherans
can do on the Mount of Olives is unique in the Holy Land! Perhaps
we can find a way to support the ongoing ministry there?

INTERFAITH STUDY BEGINS IN _ _ o
DECEMBER This has been a unique opportunity to visit a country that has

both historical and present day fascinations and frustrations. The
history of Jews, Palestinians, Christians and Moslems is all gathered in

On Sunday, 4 December, at Har Shalom Congregation, Rabbi Emeritﬁ@is one land, arognd_this_ speci_fic geogr_aphy. The ar_cheol_ogy that
Leonard Cahan and Pastor Lookingbill will again convene members continues to unveil this history in Israel is full of surprises, like the

and friends of both congregations for the Interfaith study that we have Roman Theat_re and he_lrbor at Caesareg Maritina. The Dead Sea
been sharing for almost 15 years. Especially since we are just Scrolls found in caves in Qumran and viewed today at the Israel

returning from our Israel Adventure, this series of discussions will be Museum reveal new insight into religious practices and conflicts in the
even more meaningful to our group. We will be sharing our traditionalfirSt century. Was John the Baptist part of this group? Herod built his
views of our religious life and reflecting on the great themes of the ~ defense fortifications, his palaces as well as the Temple Mount which
Torah, the fAlawo in the Ol d Testesmethelargestplpge ofwgrghip inthg angientyuprld.y 5 phecy
Who is a true prophet, and how do you tell a false prophet? Coming
from our recent study of Deuteronomy and the reform movement that
Jesus adopted, this question of false prophets is especially appropriat
this winter.

What was most fascinating about the trip? When we were
gitting together in the Garden Tomb north of the Damascus Gate,
Rabbi Cahan asked me how many times | had visited this tomb that
resembles the description of the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea? He has

Plan to join us at 7 p.m. at Har Shalom for this first meeting for the visited Israel many times, but this was his first visit to the tomb. So it
current sessions. Bring along friends who are curious about our sharé{é?s for most of us: Every day was a new adventure seeing things and
t

traditions and our separate dev -W‘kié‘?ﬁ) tnti}ggvorldiq\dqe}/vl?gqfftgqpcgngWa(ﬁandbslaagnrg abl
join us for our earlier meetings, do not hesitate to join us. Thisisa 10Se thoughts with a wondertul traveling group.
new year and a new topic for our religious journeys. We will also

consider whether we want to continue to meet on Sundays this year, or I o'mbl Ido oking i for Wba rd t c;) bls rk]‘ arin
plan Thursdays as we did last year. arrange a suitable date. Among all our members, we probably have

more than 5000 pictures to choose from. Not all will be viewed, at
least not in the same meeting.
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From the Council President: The Christian Education Committee calls

Attention to:
Happy 50" anniversary, Emmanuel Lutheran Church!

December 11, 2011 will be the culmination of our year
-long celebration commemorating the founding of Emmanuel in
1961. It has been a year of special programs and events and
included guest pastors from the community and sons and
daughters of Emmanuel. At the November meeting of the
Church Council we learned that planning for our special day is
humming along. The special service which will include music
composed just for Emmanuel promises to be worthy of our 50 The Lutheran
years of ministry. The atongregation banquet to be held at

the Bethesda Country Club will be an excellent opportunity to Each month this year Pastor Peter Marty, Pastor of St.

gather in fellowship, reminisce about the past and look towarqDaul Lutheran Church, Davenport lowa writes a stimulating
the future. | hope everyone will be able to attend both events.\;umn. The October éntry from THE LUTHERAN was based
In addition, our 58 anniversary fund is rapidly gaining steam. on a reading from Luke 19:108 a familiar story about
o te but I it i h ZacchaeusMarty writes: "The power of salvation is never

N a separate but equally positive note, we avedependent on our lives looking orderly and all put togetki¢e.

received the results of a visit through the Secret Visitor, ", - : :
program. Secret Visitor is a program established by th dgﬂ;??\/e to tidy things up before the Lord will act on our

Metropolitan DC Synod of the ELCA and designed to provide
feedback to congregations after unannounced visits. The

participants are trained to ma"‘? observation_s in a number QJuthors, being a God parent, retirement, Chilstrom (first
fireas_lncludmg the church premises, the service and the mannlgfesiding Bishop of the ELCA)If you are not subscribing to
n Wh'Ch. they are treat_eq by the congregants, The report that - LUTHERAN, consider a subscription, perhaps a

we received from a visit to Emmanuel earlier this year WaSchristmas gift to yourself or familyContact Kristi Johnson

extremely positive citing a number of areas in which we are ; L
iwWel coming Church. o This i s?egaarr@%gty%uresybscgprtloer%nly %v7h95€arygar.

differentiating itself. While many churches believe that they
are welcoming, many of the reports that they receive tell a
much different story. | am pleased that our Membership
Committee has taken these results and begun to explore ways
for us to become even more welcoming in the future.

Other articles in the same issue deal with Lutheran

Emmanuel

In summary, we are approaching a very busy time in . .
the life of the church and in our personal lives. It is my hopeWhO Is the composer of the SpeC|al

that you enjoy our upcoming church celebrations and | wish ; ; 5]
you a joyous and safe holiday season. Music fOf the SOth anmversary'

Dave Tiller has rung with and directed handbell choirs

in Washington, DC, Virginia, Germany, and Korea since 1977.
Brad E. Fackler He currently leads the handbell ministry at the United Christian
Parish in Reston, Virginia, including adult and youth choirs and
several small ensembles. He is enrolled in the Masters in
Church Music program at Concordia University of Wisconsin.
Dave is also principal percussionist, harpsichordist and
assistant conductor for the Reston Community Orchestra, and
he substitutes occasionally with the McLean Symphony

Attention Thrivent Members, if you received a letter from| ~ Orchestra. He has sung with the Oratorio Society of

Thrivent Financial regarding Thrivent Choice Dollars you can Washington and several community choirs. He has served the
designate those dollars directly to Emmanuel Lutheran Chiirch American Guild of English Handbell Ringers (AGEHR) as the

In His service,

Council President

for the kitchen fund. You can either call Thrivent Financial | ~ Chair of Area lIl, teaching handbell skills, conducting, and
directly at 806847-4836 or you can go t@ww.thrivent.com repertoire classes. Dave has been employed as an Army civilian
and follow the directions from the mailing that Thrivent for 34 years, serving as an engineer and computer manager in
Financial sent you regarding you Choice Dollars. Any over 100 countries. His wife, Jann, and children, Kathryn and
questions please call Sheila Murtland at-388-2683. Ryan, are also musicians. They often sing the Doxology in 4

part harmony as a blessing before dinner.



http://www.thrivent.com
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Hints and Helps
from the Parish Nurse

THE GIVING TREE T IT IS HERE!!!
0 TIME TO SHOP!

Seasonal Affective Disorder O Some people It is Advent time and with the Christmas season comes Christmas
experience a serious mood change when the seasons change. Theycompassion, a time when we remember people far less fortunate.
may sleep too much, have little energy, and crave sweets and starchft Emmanuel, we once again remember a group of people who
foods. They may also fedepressedMedlinePlus.com). Though live in Anacostia with families to support. Christmas, rather than
symptoms can be severe, they usually clear up. This condition is being a happy time, just adds another burden to their lives. As
seasonal affective disorder (SAD). It usually happens during the you would expect, the need is very great this year with many
winter. If you think you may suffer from this condition, speak with  asking for coats, shoes and clothing.
your health care provideOne source of treatment is light
therapy,which involves increased exposure to natural or artificial Fortunately for our Southeast DC neighbors, they live near an
light. An Emmanuel member has a light available for those who may organization called Southeast Ministry (SEM). SEM provides
want totry this treatment modalityPlease contact Anna Roberts if ~ several challenging GED and job readiness programs to help
interested. Anacostia residents back onto their feet. Many of their graduates
find new employment, despite formidable odds.
God loves a cheerful givér While making your list and checking
it twice, consider ways in which you can improve the health of others. Emmanuel assists SEM through a Giving Tree project (as well as

Emmanuel supports th@ifts of Hopgprogram which provides gifts through Gifts of Hope and other contributions). Through this

diverse in nature and priéemany of which are related to health project, we buy Christmas presents for the children of the folks

maintenance and disease prevention. Please s€dfthef Hope participating in SEM's programs. In so doing, we are supporting

brochure for details. the participants' selfielp efforts. We're also showing compassion
for their children- who have been living for years with the

Some other gift suggestions: poverty imposed by having underemployed parents.

Recipes From the Hear§ Consider sharing yourealthy recipes Soé how do | help?

with those you love. Fill a pretty recipe box with your favorite heart

healthy home cooking classics. Not a cook? Buy a cookbook. Pleaseselect an ornament and sign your name and phone

Another great healthy present idea is a subscription to a fitness number to the sign up sheet near the treeThe ornament has

magazine. Getting monthly tips and advice may help your loved one tdift suggestions and sizes on the back. Tieturn the gift

stay on track all year long. (wrapped and with the ornament attached) to the church by

December 19 We'll take the gifts to Southeast Ministry in time

Taking Steps to Stay Fi® Walkingis one of the fastest, cheapest, for them to "appear” under the family Christmas trees. Happy
and easiest ways to get fit. A pedometer helps keep track of walking Shopping!

progress. ltds an inexpensive, healthy gift that clips onto a be
waistband and measures how many steps the user take each day. A
Herebds a thought: B u youdon,ean tayffit your sel f as wel l, S 0

during the holiday:
tring the holicays Let us celebrate Christ's birth with meaningful gifts for the

powerless and poor people Christ left in our care. Througbifite of
Hope program, we can make presents through Lutheran churches and
charities in Maryland, across America, and around the world. We can
help them serve poverstricken and vulnerable people by buying the
gifts they need.

Relaxing Holiday Giftsd Chronic stress is linked to high blood
pressurestroke and other cardiovascular problems. Relaxing holiday
gifts could help prevent some of these ills. Possible healthy presents
include a gift certificate for a massage, a reflexology session, or
another soothing spa service. Calming music, soaps, and candles are
other excellent ideas for healthy gifts. Laughter can also chase away
stress, so consider a DVD comedy collection or tickets for a night out
at a comedy club.

ThroughGifts of Hope, you can celebrate Christmas by
sending a present to downtown DC (food for a needy family). The
present can be something that's needed immediately (hearing aids) or
that helps someone prepare for the future (supplies for a GED
Brainy Holiday Gifts @ Playing board games can keep the mind student). All the gifts are meaningful, and badly needed.
sharp. Classic games like Risk, Pictionary, Scrabble, and Boggle are .
good choices because they activate strategic, spatial, and memory parts ~_ Here's how: From November 2December 18Gifts of
of the brain. Board games are also a great way to socialize, which carHope lists W|I_I be available at tables in the narthex. Yog can sele_ct a
help form new neural pathways or connections in the brain. Giving a good or service requested by a Lutheran synod or service organization,

good book is also a healthy holiday gift. and make a donation to buy the item. You'll receive a gift card and an
insert describing the present. On Christmas, you can give the card to
Give the Gift of Your Timed Spending time witliriendsor loved the person in whose name you've purchased the gift, and tell them

ones could actually be the most priceless holiday gift you can give. ~about the good work being done in their name.

Make a gift card redeemable for a run, bike ride, or workout to do . . . .

together. Prepare a healthy holiday meal and deliver it during the _ In the tradition of giving, let's celebrate Christ's birthday

weeks before the holidays to give a friend, or someone inneed,a Wi th gifts of significance and ho
helping hand. others!


http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/depression.html
http://www.everydayhealth.com/healthy-recipes/recipes.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/fitness/workouts/walk-it-off.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/senior-health/stroke/index.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/emotional-health/social-support.aspx
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The Secrets of the Purple Tub

A sketchy journey through history
[When it was finally decided how the fiftieth anniversary of the congregation was to be celebrated, there was much distussion
little agreement on what should be written about it. Jane Rosenquist undertook an exploration of a large plastic t@sudsdh r
Maryb6s Closet. This tub constitutes what JEmmanuel has as

As | began to work on this article, | began to wonder, what causes people to start a new church, to start a mission? What

makes them think that the hard physical work of clemring a
Saturday before groundbreaking spent on the thoee plot with rakes and shovels, removing dumped debris. Such images of

beginning the work of establishing a new congregat ipdick do no
in the roadway, and got him to take away a | oad of rocks a

This Corner Site
WILL BE THE ...

= ‘PERMANENT LOCATION OF

EMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

NOW MEETING IN...

Here, the new congregation has gathered at their new property, g G oo
Proudly announcing to the world that Emmanuel has begun its work. > Ea Y

The more | read in the great purple tub (the repository of most of our historical information), the more | realizedethat thes

were speci al people é and yet they were ordinary. begam n n e
a scrapbook with copies of bulletins and photos of the new Sunday School. It did not start large. Bob Weise reportsifigsis mu
forthe3anni versary that Pastor Reissig succeeded in gatherin

house calls in the new church area. However, the records n

The Board of American Missions called Frederick E. Reissig, Executive Secretary of
the Washington Council of Churches, on November 9, 1960. He was called initially as a mission
developer, and later as pastor, and stayed until June 30, 1965, when he retired. During this
period we also saw the establishment of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) by merger of
several smaller church bodies, atnmanuel was one of the first congregations to adopt the
LCA constitution.

Pastor Frederick E. Reissig and his wife, Florence.

There were many fAfirstso in our church record. The fir
session was in September of 1961. The first baptism was OctBb&i861, and the organization of the congregation was
December 18 of 1961. Pastor Reissig wrote to the congregation on the occasion of its organizaffiomteat now bel ong t
and toget her weurliretichminagpeadren onCanuarys/t196@, and our first confirmation service on June 10, 1962.
At the first worship service, held at Burning Tree Elementary School, there were 145 in attendance (many of whom were members
and the choirs of Augustana Lutheran of DC) and at the first service after the organizing service 34 attended!

Ellen and Jim Herd, in reminiscences prepared for a | a
twelve for Maundy Thursday services. Apparently, because of the high cost of renting the school facilities for Maundy Thursda
services, Pastor Reissig set up a communion table of twelve for members in his garage. This custom continued on (ththegh not i
parsonage garage after the chapel was built.) [continued on page]6
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This group of fordinaryod people was extraordinarily fa
present. So they did pass the initial test of a mission congredatiey survived the first summer of their vacation daysJ@me
19", 1961, a group of six couples met at the parsonage (on Tulsa Drive in Bethesda) and engaged in sufficient planning so that
Pastor Reissig concluded that the future of the church was assured.

Church school classes began on Septembeofl 7961, and were divided into kindergarten, primary and junior. An
iintermedi atedo class was added | ater. Of those we rddgogni z
Georgia the Intermediates. 31 children were enrolled. The Adult clasasnan8€ period after the morning service, was poputar
was cal | eitdOvtehred fcT aalsks .

They began with fifty new Service Book and Hymnals [the old Red Book], a gift from the Board of American Missions.
Gifts were provided from churches in the area, as well as
meeting they organized, adopted a constitution, elected six deacons and six trustees, which formed the Board of Administratio
Seventyone baptized persons were received into membership; 41 confirmed and 30 children.

At the end of this first year of ministry, characterized by calls, one child baptism, weekly confirmation class, preaching

thity-one ser mons, he states that the end of his firstitsjpyggar o
€ we are now convinced that our name OB@mdnwéel & usOpDOViI NC
The congregation initially was supported by Augustana Lutt
whose place was | ater succeeded by the Lutheran Churcé in

LCA. Some of the early players from the Board of American Missions included Rev. Reuben A. Lundeen, Dr. Theodore E. Matson
and Dr. Henry J. Hokenson. They offered financial support for architect fees and other costs of building, but also ctiéncthenu

way of guidance and nefmancial support. The Board of American Missions purchased a parsonage in January 1961 at a cost of
$30,800, and a corner site of 3.1 acres at $42,930 in July of that year.

Pastor Reissigdbs pastords report in January ®Btirough962 no
December 31 (1961) was 39, including the children. ette r e ma
suited to the early days of a mission church. Our service is rich and beautiful, but it requires a good singing cotetdneation
choir to make it inspiring.o He noted that Emmanuel had al
building, the chapel, was in December 1962.

‘“‘:-@ \G:: T

This groundbreaking event is believed

to be that for the initial building on

the 0Grubby Thicket 0 si
looks chilly.

In January of 1963, their total baptized membership wag$ Bl4adults and 43 children, and average attendance was 55.
Twenty percent (Dingwall would love this) were in the choir! Reissig looks to the future in this report, noting thatevhilabkers
were small, it was important to turn their attention to the youth of the congregation. Secondly, their constitutiorr ahlieasto
two committees €& and these were evangelism and fsoci al mi s
Rei ssig recommended consideration of what kind of men6s mi

Pastor Reissig retired at the end of June, 1965, to spend more time with family in Rochester, New York (one of his childre!
was pastor of a Lutheran church there) and also to servémpartor a congregation in Pompano Beach, Florida. In his retiteme
he planned to put in book form the chil dr en dontisuedrompagely he ¢



Page 8 December, 2011

THE MIDDLE YEARS

The Rev. Harry Yeide, of George Washington University, served as interim pastor from July through October 1965. Pastol
William Schaeffer began his ministry as Emmanuel s second

Pastor William Schaeffer

Pastor William Schaeffer came from a post with the Lutheran World Federation in Britain to his call at Emmanuel in
October of 1965. Previous to this service, he had o48gani ze
1951) and Holy Trinity, North Augusta, SC (19%258.)

In 1969, he writes that he sees new areas in which to expand: worship and education, social responsibility, and stewardsh
and evangelism. He thinks about how the church should posi
(comparable to other churchesdé experience in the area at t

In 1969, the educational wing was completed. In 1972, Milan G. Delany, who came to Emmanuel from the Washington
Voice of America, joined the church as an associate pastor. He was unpaid, and his work at Emmanuel was the resudt iof a chang

fitematki ngo rules that allowed Lutheran pastors to worhde as |
evangelized while making tents to support hi msel-dpeakiljast or
service to Emmanuel . He was a Czech cleric who was born fAc

missionary in East Africa. His service, and the tenure of the Swapdaking congregation, ended with his death in 1978ldde a
supported a Czech ministry beginning in the early 1970s which continues to this day, although not withsp&sdnly pastor.

In May of 1979, Pastor Jan Lookingbill was called to serve Emmanuel. Pastor Lookingbill came
from a congregation in East Baltimore, a more urban environment. Four years later the congregation
voted to support the construction of a new sanctuary and ancillary facilities. Emmanuel broke ground on
its new sanctuary in June of 1988 with the thduét on a Rock.Member families brought rocks that

were incorporated into the new Sanctuaryds foun
writes about the rocks for the foundati on. She
my churchi Mat t hew 16: 180, her husband Jack wrote on
George and Barbara Baglin wrote on theirs: #fAMy

Pr. Jan P. Lookingbill

Statements of faith incorporated
in the Sanctuaryds

[continued on page]8
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The new sanctuary was dedicated:¢
shown peeking over the roof top. In springtime, the cherry
tree at the right seems almost to glow.

The cross window in
The altar at the foot of this window is
the focus of our weekly worship.

The new sanctuary, built in 1990, is familiar to most
into the design of the window. In October of 2002, Emmanuel broke ground on a new parish education and administration wing.
This new project provided 7300 square feet for administration, education, parish life, worship and music, and youtbf #hg part
dedication of the new facility, the congregation collected rocks to form part of the foundation, decorated with a féNeritzdgi,
prayer or symbol, just as it had done when the Sanctuary was built.

In several places we | earn of the individuals who helop
early 60s Many, |li ke Jack Kruse, took their respaudbaddi | it
| arger than wusual congregation, and Jack obtained atoles t he
inside. 1t turns out the individual holding the fAspeécial h

from the confirmation of their four daughters by Bill Schaeffer, the weddings of their daughters and nephews, to theobaptisms
their grandchildren by Pastor Lookingbill. It is a treasured tradition when Pastor Lookingbill walks the aisles of tleysanctu
Ai ntroduced those newly baptized to their | arger family, t

The great purple tub offers many glimpses of Emmanuel
different. Gail Keeney writes in 1986, when the theme 28®¥ears of Witnesthat the buildings at the intersection of Seven Locks
and Bradley Boulevard somehow told the story é fiand Emmanu
t hough we are all surrounded by government and business an

(Dagd 4 }

0 Tal ye faith - ful '*,(;’/.'/r :
come, all ye fal &2@“ L(//

An early choir in the Schaeffer era, captured

in full throat by Bill Moser.

1! :‘l_l'r..‘!!,.,i,!',
(i[53 wiRgd
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Parish Vital Records Schedule of events for
Advent and Christmas

New Member December 4  Advent Il, services at 8:30, 10, and 11 a.m

Rosenblatt, by infant baptism, 27 November 2011 Congregationds Fiftiet

pageant will follow the service.

one service at 10 a.m. The Sankta Lucia

Transfers Congregational luncheon at 12:30 pm. (must

RSVP to the church office by December
Bob Nilsonhas transferred his membership to Immanuel

Lutheran Church in Connecticut where he has retired. December 18 Advent IV. Sunday School Christmas
Pageant at 11:00 service
Christmas Caroling at the December 24  Christmas eve, luminaria lighting at 4:30
National Lutheran Home p.m.; three services are planned:
December 18, Sunday 4 pm 5:00 p.md Family service
9:00 p.md Festival service with choirs,
We ask everyone, no matter what age, to come and sing carols candles, and communion
to the residents at the National Lutheran Home. We will meet 11:00 p.m3 Midnight chapel service, with
in the lobby at 4p.m. and head out to the floors to sing. The candles and communion

residents look forward to this every year and it is a great way to _ o
share the Christmas spirit with others. It is also a great way forDecember 25  Christ Mass at 10 a.®.one service in the
us to remember the true meaning of Christmas. Chapel, no Sunday School

We are also planning on a Pot Luck Dinner afterwards at one ofanuary 1 New Ye ardoose serace at 10 a.m.
our member ds homes; tupsheeeii or e, we wNoJundayfSeheol. s i gn
the Narthex starting December 4, 2011.

Where is a good place to buy coffee, tea,
hot cocoa mix and olive 0il?

(Older Wiser Lutherans) month. In addition, they have a new item: Olive Oil.

The organic, extra virgin olive oil that we are selling comes

from two farmer ceops which are part of the Palestinian

December 12, 2011 Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC), a ngnofit, non
Noon governmental organization in the West Bank which is a

oil is made from Nabali olives, an indigenous Palestinian

experts to produce one of the highest quality olive oils in th
world. Extra virgin signifies that the olives are cold pressed
without any refining.

OWLs Lunch, Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long,
And Christmas Cookie Tasting

December 12, Monday, Noon Our sale of these Fair Trade products benefits the

1)

Fun Bunch
Now Known as Right here at Emmanuel.
December 4 and 18
OWLS The Lutheran Youth From Emmanuel (LYFE) will
begin selling Fair Trade coffee, tea, and hot cocoa mix twice a

member of the World Fair Trade Organization. . The rich green

variety that grows in the western region and is considered by

e

local

owners/growers by taking out the middleman so they can get a

The fAOlder, Wi ser Lut he rfarpdcgforgeirprodugis & alsoheps Lutheran World
Fellowship Hall downstairs for lunch and then go up to the  Relief (LWR) in their efforts to teach growers how to use

Chapel to sing Christmas Carols. Everyone is also askedto S U St @ inable fa r mi n ey rmemnhoo o
bring some Christmas cookies to share. Lois Joneswilbe a@nd -fhantationo tea). I'n
playing piano and leading the carols. hel ping Emmanuel 6s youth w

ELCA Youth Gathering.

o f(fs
addi
ho w
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Pastor Lewis Report on Youth Sunday
Considerse

The Youth led our celebration of Reformation on

Advent October 30, 2011. Jonna Rautsola, a senior at Churchill High
School, was our special preacher. She talked about how her
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, faith has led her to think about how Christ calls her to more

I hear it every year from o'i'?ae”l“étf‘"?‘“eé‘q} g Cquéch ‘?ng Q’eln quq JP“Q% tglked R
on6t we just sing Christmas Caeh§xeerignges pglping ethers ny Otlegns guriggthe,2 ’70
Why canét we just celebrate ChYoulh Galhesngqandhpwmshe is i@%kln@:fﬁrwar@ to FRRINING ¢ a s
there in 2012 to help again. She also talked about how her faith

The short answer is that weedto celebrate Advent in guides her to think about others, and not just herself.

order to really understand Christmas.

During Advent, we are reading scripture passages to get us During a thinktank session where we talked about
ready to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace. One of the passage&formation, what it means and what do we want to share with

we read is Romans 16: 25. The response we are challenged to the congregation, Pastor Lewis and a handful of youth came up,
make at Christmas is "the Obed'\ﬁllfﬁ?h%stgtémeta' . To es

obedience of faith is to say that our Lordésus Christ rather than

the power people of Wall Street, Madison Avenue or Washington, DC._ . .
P Peop g Aln the Lutheran vision, the g

Such a decision takes us beyond our comfort zone, and  treasure. But the church is not to hoard this treasure; it is to
requires a leap of faith. Decisions like this can go badly, we all know. spread it to every nook and cranny of the world. We are called
Or they can be the best step we ever take. to proclaim and gather a people around the Gospel, forming

Martin Luther had a marvelous insight about faith. He them through the Spirit into the body of Christ. No other
discovered that faith isust, plain and simple. For Luther, faith was community but the church has this calling. If the church does
not so much a willingness to agree with a set of theological not do it, then it does not get done, or does not get done very
propositions, but a willingness to trust in a power greater than well. This call includes engaging in charity, but also being

Boncerned with justice. The church does not have a social
saying thatve trust Christto save us. . . N
ethic, it is a social ethic.o
Luther was also a pastor who had a deep love for Christmas.
He urged people to put on Christmas pageants, and he wrote simple
carols that children could sing. And when he preached at Christmas,
Luther was content to simply tell the Christmas story to his people, as

simply and directly as he could.

But as much as Luther liked Christmas, he saw the THE WEDN ESDAY EVEN | NG

importance of Advent too. He talked about Advent being like a ladder,

AThis is the way you must take. If you SFDY GROWPhis way and

speculate about the glory of the Divine Majéstyithout this

ladded you will invent marvelous matters that transcend your

horizon, but you will do so at very pgloskiddbil Hafifvited Rabbi Bmeriius ISeénbrfl Cafan

and his wife Elizabeth to join the Wednesday evening study to reflect

on Abraham Joshua Heschel and his writing and life. Both Rabbi

Cahan and Elizabeth studied with Professor Heschel when he taught at

Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, across the street from

Uni on Theol ogi cal Seminary and Te
Luther says that if he had been God and wanted to save the University. To bring more insight into the scholarly work of Rabbi

world, he would not have done it that way. He would have just called Heschel, it will be great to have a fitsand account of his teaching.

in the devil and twisted his nose and said, "Let my people go!" Since we have just completed a st

"But God is amazing," admits Luther. He takes a completely Ehlllo:oprlly,ith;s;mg k;e ar\1Ne(;1I|rghktened meeting about the person and

different approach. God "sends a little baby, as weak as an earthworm,
lying in the feedbox of a donkey, and that little baby crunches the
devil's back and overcomes all the power of Hell, and sin and death."

Even the Christmas story itself leads us toward embracing
the birth of Christ. Jesus does not just appear in all His magnificence.
Wise men have been following a star. The angels appear to the
shepherds. Jesus is born a human. Born in a lowly state.

Our next study will begin in December and will consider
another current book in the field of Religion and Science. We

This surprising decision by God is at the heart of Christmas, continue to have a dialogue in our society between the value of
and is what we are challenged to trust. When we say yes to Jesus  religious experience and the importance of scientific study. While the
Christ, we are saying yes to a little baby, yes to a vulnerable family, two are not necessarily contradicted, there is a meaningful discussion
yes to angels singing to shepherds, yes to people who have no earthlyabout the benefits of each and the relationship between them.
influence, yes to love and tenderness, yes to a power that is made  Please join Pr. Lookingbill and the group for supper at 6:30 in the

perfect in weakness. Fellowship Hall and for our stimulating discussion in the Christian
Education room of the Church beginning at 7:30. Bring along friends
Advent gets us ready to say yes. who will add to our insightful and challenging evenings. We will not

meet the Wednesday after Christmas.

PAX,
Pastor Robert Lewis +



